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churches and people are awake to new opportunities. In
1911 one of the American missionaries at Constantinople
was invited within a period of two weeks to preach in four
Gregorian churches. A number of students preparing to
enter the Gregorian priesthood have taken their theological
training at the seminaries of the board. Many laymen hold-
ing evangelical beliefs who once would have been forced
to become Protestants now remain in the old church. A
committee of the Gregorian churches of Constantinople has
overtured the head of the church, the Patriarch of Etcli-
mizian, to institute a council for church reform. Dr. Bar-
ton states that " there are probably to-day more intelligent
evangelical believers within the old Gregorian, Greek, and
Syrian churches than comprise the entire Protestant body/5 *
But the religious teaching of the missionary institutions
of Turkey finds response in the hearts of many who belong
to no Christian body, and who probably will never formally
abandon their own cult. It should be remembered that
over a quarter of the students of the Syrian Protestant Col-
lege at Beyrout corne under this category. It would be as
unfair to ignore the existence of this influence as it would be
to exaggerate its present power. What its future power may
become is beyond all estimate. If ever a movement of re-
form, both practical and spiritual, is to develop and succeed
in Islam—and I, for one, recalling the dark days of Chris-
tianity before the Protestant Reformation, do not despair
of it—this will be led by men who have been taught by
Christian missionaries to study the long-neglected life and
teachings of Jesus, whom, under the name of 'Isa, they hold
in theory to be one of the great prophets of God.2
So much in all fairness can be said for the influence of
the West on the cults of Syria and Palestine. But as has
been earlier hinted, the West may learn something from
many, if not from all, the cults of the East. For the West
but brings back to the East its own. Transplanted across
1	See "Daybreak in Turkey " (op. rit.), p. 237.
2	The Moslems hold to the inspiration of the Gospels, but believe that
these have been altered and corrupted by Christians.

